
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Poetry 

Over the next two weeks you will explore a wide variety of poems.  You 

will practise using figurative language and other poetic devices used by 

poets and have a go at writing your own poems! 

 

READING COMPREHENSION TASK. 

Today, you are going to read a poem called ‘Dear Mum’ by a poet called 

Brian Patten.  I think you’ll like this poem.  I just hope the events in the 

poem don’t remind you of anything that you have ever done! 

 

Dear Mum 

 

While you were out 

A cup went and broke itself, 

A crack appeared in the blue vase 

Your great-great grandad 

Brought back from Mr Ming in China. 

Somehow, without me even turning on the tap, 

The sink mysteriously overflowed. 

A strange jam-stain, 

About the size of a boy’s hand, 

Appeared on the kitchen wall. 

I don’t think we will ever discover 

Exactly how the cat 

Managed to turn on the washing-machine 

(especially from the inside), 

or how Sis’s pet rabbit went and mistook 

the waste-disposal unit for a burrow. 

I can tell you I was scared when, 

As if by magic, 

A series of muddy footprints 

Appeared on the new white carpet. 

I was being good 

(honest) 

but I think the house is haunted so, 

knowing you’re going to have a fit, 

I’ve gone over to Gran’s for a bit. 



 

L.I. Identify and use similes and metaphors. 

 

Task 1:  Read slide 2 and 3 in the Simile, metaphor and 

personification PowerPoint to find out about similes and 

metaphors. 

 

 

Task 2:  Follow the link below to find out about similes 

and metaphors. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/z9t

kxfr 

 

Activity 1:  Simile Worksheet. 

 

Extension – Invent 10 similes. 

 

Activity 2:  Similes to metaphors worksheet 

 

Extension – Change 10 similes of your own into 

metaphors. 

 

Online Link - https://www.englishclub.com/esl-

games/vocabulary/matching-similes.htm 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/z9tkxfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/z9tkxfr
https://www.englishclub.com/esl-games/vocabulary/matching-similes.htm
https://www.englishclub.com/esl-games/vocabulary/matching-similes.htm


L.I. Identify and use personification 

 

Task 1:  Read slides 4 - 15 in the Simile, metaphor and 

personification PowerPoint to find out about similes and 

metaphors.   

Test your knowledge with the quiz at the end of the 

PowerPoint. 

 

Task 2:  Follow the link below to find out a little more 

about personification. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articl

es/zw9p8mn 

 

 

Activity 1:  Personification Worksheet. 

 

Extension – Use the picture prompts to write 

sentences with personification 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/zw9p8mn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/zw9p8mn


Writing 

 

L.I.  Explore a range of poems 

L.I. Write a poem using figurative language. 

Task 1:  Read the poem ‘Eldorado’ by Edgar Allan Poe (you will find the poem on the 

next page). 

Activity 1:  Exploring the poem 

Answer the questions below. 

1. For about how long has the knight been travelling? 

2. What is he searching for? 

3. Who gives the knight advice?  Do you think it is good advice? 

4. What kind of place do you think Eldorado could be? 

5. Who do you think the pilgrim shadow could be?  Is he dangerous to the 

Knight?  Describe him. 

6. What does the word shadow remind you of? 

 

Activity 2:  Planning your poem 

You are going to plan you own poem about a mysterious quest in search of 

something.  Think about:  

 What you want to write about: 

 Where and when does your journey start? 

 What happens at the end? 

 Do you find what you are looking for or not? 

 How you want to write about it: 

 How will you create a mysterious mood? 

 How will you create a strange atmosphere? 

 How will you sequence the journey? 

 

Activity 3:  Drafting your poem. 

Use your planning notes to make a first draft of your poem. 

You could: 

 Continue the Knights journey 

 Write using ‘I’ 

 Think about places visited 

 Write using a repeating line 

 Use similes, metaphors and personification.  



 

 

 



L.I. Understand and use alliteration 

 

 
Task 1:  Read through alliteration PowerPoint 

 

 

Task 2:  Follow the link below to find out about 

alliteration. 

 

 

Activity 1:  Alliteration tongue twisters worksheet. 

 

Extension:  Follow the link and read through the 

Highway Man poem.  Examples of alliteration, 

similes, metaphors and personification are 

highlighted. 

 

https://www.teachersfirst.com/lessons/highwayma

n/ 

 

 

https://www.teachersfirst.com/lessons/highwayman/
https://www.teachersfirst.com/lessons/highwayman/


 

L.I. Identify onomatopoeia. 

 

 

Task 1:  Read through the onomatopoeia 

PowerPoint. 

 

 

Task 2:  Follow the link below 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mmn39/art

icles/z8t3g82 

 

Activity 1:  Unscramble the onomatopoeic words. 

 

Activity 2:  Write sentences about the pictures 

using onomatopoeia.    

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mmn39/articles/z8t3g82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mmn39/articles/z8t3g82


 

 

Reading Comprehension Task 1 

 

Read ‘The Tyger’ by William Blake. 

 

You can choose what level you want to do.  

Orange questions are a good challenge; green 

questions are even more challenging! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Reading Comprehension Task 2  

 

Read ‘Villainous Verses’  

 

You can choose what level you want to do.  

Orange questions are a good challenge; green 

questions are even more challenging. 

 

 

 

 



Reading Comprehension Task 3 

 

Read ‘Benjamin Zephaniah’ 

 

You can choose what level you want to do.  

Orange questions are a good challenge; green 

questions are even more challenging. 



Writing 

Benjamin Zephaniah is famous for writing poems and for performing 

them.  The poem you are going to read today is about his cat.  He has 

observed his cat carefully to write the poem. 

 

Task 1: 

Read the poem ‘A Day in the Life of Danny the Cat’ by Benjamin 

Zephaniah. (You will find it on the next page). 

 

Activity 1:  Exploring the poem 

Answer the questions below. 

1. How does the poet know so much about his cat? 

2. Make a list of Danny’s favourite activities. 

3. Why does he keep using the phrase ‘Danny wakes up’? 

4. Is Danny a well-loved cat? 

5. Does Danny prefer Ginger or Sandy? Give reasons why. 

6. Does Danny prefer being inside or outside? 

7. Do you love an animal enough to write a poem about them? 

 

Task 2:  Planning your poem 

You’re going to write a poem about a pet or an another animal that you 

like.  Begin by thinking about the things you want to tell your reader 

about the animal, for example: 

 The animal’s name and age. 

 Where it lives. 

 What it eats. 

 What it likes to do everyday. 

 Special things you like about it. 



 Something surprising that may have happened to it. 

 If it is your pet why you love it. 

 

 

 

Task 3:  Drafting your poem. 

Use your ideas from your planning to write some sentences about your 

animal.  Make the sentences sound like poetry. You could include: 

 Images that will create a picture in the reader’s mind. 

 Use similes, metaphors, personification, alliteration and 

onomatopoeia. 

 



 


