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Guinea pigs come from South 

America. The proper name for a 

guinea pig is a cavy (more than one 

are called cavies). They make good 

pets, partly because they are active 

during the day and like company. 

They prefer to live in twos or small 

groups and can be unhappy on their 

own.   

Guinea pigs grow quickly and will be between 15 cm and 20 cm in length after just 8 

weeks. They will still grow a little more after this time. They chatter a good deal, 

making different sounds which show whether they are contented or frightened. 

Guinea pigs can be kept indoors or outdoors. They do not like loud sounds, so outside 

is often better, away from TVs, radios etc. If the temperature drops then they should 

be brought indoors. 

They need a large wooden hutch which is strong enough to keep other animals out and 

is out of direct sunlight or strong winds. The hutch should be at least 120 cm long and 

60 cm wide. There should be a separate sleeping area. Do not keep your guinea pig 

with a rabbit, as the rabbit is very likely to bully it or even hurt it. Guinea pigs also 

need to have a protected outside area (a run) on grass, accessible from the hutch so 

that they can graze. 

As well as hay for bedding and eating, guinea pig 

food can be bought from a pet shop. They also like 

to eat small amounts of fruit and vegetable such as 

broccoli, cabbage and kale. They need water in a 

bottle which must be changed at least once a day. 

Their teeth grow continuously and they need plenty 

to chew on to keep wearing them down. 

Long haired guinea pigs need grooming every day to stop their coats becoming 

matted. They are easily upset so a lot of care should be taken when picking them up, 

using both hands gently. 
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Answer these questions in full sentences: 
 

1. Where do guinea pigs come from?  …………………………………………………..……………………………………………………… 

.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……………………………………………… 

2. What is the proper name for a guinea pig? …………………………………..…………….…………………....……………… 

.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..….………………………………………… 

3. What size will a guinea pig be after 8 weeks? …………………………………………………………………….……………… 
 
.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……………………………………………… 

4. What can a guinea pig hutch be made out of?  ……………....…………………….……………………………………….. 

.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..……………………………………..…………..…………………………………………… 

5. How big should the hutch be?  …………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………… 
 
.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……………………………………………… 
 
6. Why should guinea pigs not be kept with rabbits? ..………………………………………………………………………. 
 
.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

7. Describe the types of food a guinea pig would eat.   ……………………………………………………………………. 
 
.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……………………………………………… 

8. How often should their water be changed?……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……………………………………………… 
 
9. Use a dictionary to help find the meanings of the following words as used in the  
   passage: 
 
contented: …………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………… 
 
continuously: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………... 
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Answers 

1. Guinea pigs come from South America 

2. The proper name for a guinea pigs is cavy. 

3. After 8 weeks a guinea pig will be between 15 cm and 20 cm long. 
 
4. A  guinea pig hutch can be made out of wood. 

5. The hutch should be at least 120 cm long and 60 cm wide. 
 
6. Guinea pigs should not be kept with rabbits because they may get bullied or hurt by  
   the rabbit. 
 
7. A guinea pig would eat hay, small amounts of fruit and vegetable such as broccoli,  
   cabbage and kale as well as special guinea pig food from a pet shop. 
 
8. Their water should be changed at least once a day. 
 
9. contented: happy with the way things are 
 
    continuously: uninterrupted in time; all the time  
 


