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Guinea pigs are very popular pets in 

the UK. The proper name for a 

guinea pig is cavy (more than one 

are cavies) and they originate in 

South America. Unlike hamsters they 

are active during the day and like 

company. They prefer to live in twos 

or small groups and can be unhappy 

on their own.  They should be at 

least six weeks old when bought 

from a good pet shop or breeder. 

They are larger than hamsters and 

live much longer, usually between 5 

and 8 years. They chatter a good deal, making various vocal sounds showing contentment or 

warning. 

Guinea pigs can be kept indoors or outdoors. They do not like loud sounds, so outside is often better, 

away from TVs, radios etc. If the temperature drops then they should be brought indoors. 

They need a large wooden hutch which is strong enough to keep predators out and is out of direct 

sunlight or strong winds. The hutch should be at least 1.2 metres long and 60 cm wide. There should 

be a separate sleeping area. Use hay for bedding, which the guinea pig can also eat. If wood shavings 

are used for bedding then they should be dust free. Never use fluffy bedding. Don’t keep your guinea 

pig with a rabbit as the rabbit is very likely to bully it or even hurt it. 

In the wild guinea pigs are grazing animals so they should always have a good supply of hay to eat 

as well as extras such as a mix bought from a pet shop. Small amounts of fruit and vegetable are also 

important; such as broccoli, cabbage and kale. Lettuce is not good for them. Water also needs to be 

provided in a bottle and changed at least once a day. Their teeth grow continuously and they need 

plenty to chew on to keep wearing them down. 

Guinea pigs need grooming, especially long haired varieties 

which will need grooming every day to stop their coats 

becoming matted. As well as exercise in their hutch, guinea 

pigs need to have a protected outside area (a run) on grass, 

accessible from the hutch so that they can graze. They can 

have wooden toys to chew on, but not plastic. They are 

easily stressed, so much care should be taken when picking 

them up, using both hands gently. 
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Answer these questions in full sentences: 
 
1. Where do guinea pigs originate from?  ……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………. 

.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………..……………… 

2. What is the proper name for a guinea pig? …………………………………….………………………………....………………………………………………… 

.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………..………………… 

3. Describe three differences between guinea pigs and hamsters. ………………………………………………………………………………..  
 
.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………..………………… 

4. Describe a suitable place to keep a guinea pig.  ……………....…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………..………………… 

.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………..………………… 

.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………..………………… 

5. Why should guinea pigs not be kept with rabbits?  ……………………………………………………………………………….………………………… 
 
.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………..………………… 
 
6. Describe the types of food a guinea pig would eat.  ……………………………………………………………………………………………..……….. 
 
.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………..………………… 

7. Why do guinea pigs need grooming?  …………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………… 
 
.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………..………………… 

8. As well as a hutch what else do guinea pigs need to ensure they get enough exercise?…………………………… 
 
.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………..………………… 
 
9. Use a dictionary to help find the meanings of the following words as used in the passage: 
 
originate: …………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………. 
 
accessible: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………... 
 
10. Find out another important fact about keeping guinea pigs.  ……………………………………………………………..…………………. 

.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………..………………… 

.…………………………….…………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………..………………… 
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Answers 

1. Guinea pigs originate from South America. 

2. The proper name for a guinea pigs is a cavy. 

3. Guinea pigs are larger than hamsters, they live longer and are active during the day. (Or similar  
   differences.) 
 
4. A description of a wooden hutch with size etc. 

5. A guinea pig should not be kept with a rabbit because the rabbit is likely to bully or hurt the  
   guinea pig. 
 
6. A guinea pig would eat lots of hay as well as small amounts of vegetable and fruit such as  
    broccoli, cabbage and kale. 
 
7. Guinea pigs need grooming to stop their coats from becoming matted. 
 
8. To ensure a guinea pig gets enough exercise they need an enclosed area, or run accessible from  
    their hutch. 
 
9. Use a dictionary to help find the meanings of the following words as used in the passage: 
 
originate: to come from, come into existence  
 
accessible: easily approached or entered 
 
10. A further fact about guinea pigs such as, they do not have tails.  


