
Persuasive lesson 1 
Good morning! Can you believe we only have two weeks of school left? You have all done 

amazingly well in your home schools and I don’t want anyone giving up now. So get 

yourselves ready for your persuasive writing (no moaning and groaning) and do your best to 

finish the year off in style.  

Start by watching this; 

https://simonscat.com/blog/simons-cat-a-guide-to-boxes-part-3/   The last box is my favourite! I 

have an extra selection for you  - but only when your work for today is finished. 

We will start by opening the document: 2. Persuasive Powerpoint. Do not put this into play 

mode. Instead, make sure you can read my notes at the bottom by clicking on the NOTES 

button and stretching the box as far up as you need to. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  Stretch the box 
                                            here                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                      Notes  
                                                                                                                                                            button 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open document: 3. Persuasive language. 
Document: 4. Super sentence starters. 
Document: 5. Connectives 
Document: 6. Marvellous Meals 
 
These are your tools for your persuasive writing.  
 
Here is your success criteria: 
 

https://simonscat.com/blog/simons-cat-a-guide-to-boxes-part-3/


S.C. :   

1.  Use exaggeration  

2. Write about the benefits  

3. Use rhetorical questions  

4. Include powerful adjectives  

5. Use facts and opinions  

6. Use lots of persuasive language  

7. Boost my work with powerful connectives  

8. Organise my work into paragraphs  

9. Use Super Sentence Starters  

 
This is how you are going to set out your letter: 

 

Ballycarrickhomeschool 
Add your address here 

15th June 2020 
Dear Parent, 
 
                         Blah, blah, blah …………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Today you are only going to write your introduction. But first ….. 
Play the argument game with your family. This will get you into the right frame of mind and 
get those persuasive words into your brain.  
It will be in document: 7. The Argument Game. 
 
When you are ready to write, you can use this recipe: 

1. First sentence – tell me why you are writing 
2. Second sentence – Tell me why it is so important – give me a fact and exaggerate it! 
3. Next sentence – introduce yourself as the Principal or a health expert or you can be 

Mrs Faulkner!  
4. Next sentence – give your opinion on the new school dinners. 

 
Of course you can write more but if you’re finding it difficult, just follow the recipe above. 
 
UPGRADES: 
Look at your connectives. Can you use these to extend one of your sentences?  
Look at your persuasive language – use two of these in two sentences. 
Look at your super sentence starters – use one of these to start one of your sentences. 
Look at your success criteria and tick off anything you included in your introduction.  
 
Finally, read your introduction out to someone and ask what they think of it.   
https://simonscat.com/films/simons-cat-festive-feast/ -  as promised, here is your treat! 

https://simonscat.com/films/simons-cat-festive-feast/


These next few lessons will continue in the same vain as yesterday. The children will 

continue writing their letter – only one paragraph per day please. 

The aim is not to write reams of ideas, but to go for quality rather than quantity. 

Make sure each day, they take one of their points and elaborate on it. 

For example: 

Point: 

• School dinners mean less stress at home. 

Elaboration: 

• You need to buy in all the individual ingredients for a packed lunch which means 

extra shopping.  

• If you make your packed lunch up the night before, you are often tired and it’s a 

hassle. 

• If you make it in the morning before school, it is a panic to get it done and get out of 

the door on time. 

• If you leave your packed lunch at home, someone has to do an extra journey to get it 

to you. 

• Sometimes you go to make your packed lunch and the bread is mouldy or you’ve run 

out of ham. 

• Children cry and get cross because they don’t want that type of sandwich. 

You will notice that all these elaborations are very negative and against packed lunches. Try 

to turn them around so they are positive comments about school dinners. I will model a 

simple paragraph to show the children how to write: 

Think about the amount of stress that making packed lunches causes at home. Is it 

really worth the fall outs and tears from the children when they don’t want the sandwich you 

are making for them? I know many parents who are often too tired or too stressed to bother 

with the hassle of making up a packed lunch. Our school dinners will save you hours of 

preparation each week and leave you feeling relaxed and unworried about the day ahead. If 

your child is unwell, you simply don’t pay for a dinner that they don’t eat. The choice of 

meals will leave your child happy and healthy at the end of everyday.  

When they have finished writing their paragraphs ask them to upgrade it using their success 

criteria and the documents used in yesterday’s lesson: 

Here are my upgrades: 



Think about the amount of stress and angst that making packed lunches causes at 

home not to mention the arguments and expense. Is it really worth the distressing fall outs 

and tears from the fussy children when they don’t want the sandwich you are making for 

them? We all know many parents who are often too tired or are terribly stressed to bother 

with the hassle of making up a pathetic packed lunch. The real truth is that our inspiring 

school dinners will save you hours of preparation each week and leave you feeling relaxed 

and unworried about the day ahead. If your child is unwell, you simply don’t pay for a dinner 

that they don’t eat and that’s a fact!  I believe that the choice of meals will leave your child 

happy, satisfied and healthy at the end of everyday.  

Celebrate each time they finish a paragraph – get them to read it out loud for you.  

Tell them all the things that you really like about what they have written. 

If they get tearful and out of sorts – put it away and try another time. There’s no point in 

forcing them if they are uninspired and feeling down. I’m always at the end of an email so 

contact me. If it requires a phonecall, I’m happy to do that.  

This is how your week should look: 

• Monday – introduction 

• Tuesday and Wednesday – a paragraph each day 

• Thursday – conclusion. 

• Friday – edit, proof-read and evaluate.  (see lesson 5) 

When writing the conclusion, get them to sum up all of the points they have made. A certain 

amount of repetition is a valid device used in persuasive writing. It may sound a bit like the 

introduction but with more detail.  

 

 

Today is about evaluating, editing and celebrating their work. 

1. Look at their success criteria and tick off each time they included each one in their 

writing. Look at the criteria they didn’t use or used little of and get them to put this 

into their work.  In school we use a green pen to do this. Secretly the children love 

writing in pen so it encourages them to think of something they can write.  It also 

shows up better and saves them from having to re-write the whole thing out again.  

2. Check out spellings and use of paragraphs. 



3. Ask your child to read their finished letter and write down 3 things they did really 

well and 2 things they could have done better. Meanwhile, you also write down 3 

things you liked about their writing and 2 things you would like them to do better 

next time. Compare your evaluations and see if you agreed! 

4. Find a special sticker or certificate or something to show them how much their hard 

work this week has been appreciated. Chocolate works for me!!!! 

 

Well done teacher!!!!!! This is always the hardest week in our half term – imagine doing this 

with 30 little darlings! But the results are always fabulous. 

You can collect your Teaching Certificate from the Education Authority when you are done – 

you certainly deserve it! 

Next week is a bit of fun stuff to finish the last week of school.  


