
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Comprehension Task 1 – Develop 

inference skills 

I want you to follow the link below that will take you to the Oak 

National Academy website.  In this lesson you will explore how 

to make inferences about the character’s behaviour and 

choices.  This lesson is based on Dork Diaries which I know 

some of you enjoy!    
Try to answer the questions about the passage in as much 

detail as you can.  Remember you will have to make inferences, 

that means the answer won’t be written obviously in the text, 

instead you will have to interpret what the author has written and make your own 

connections.  When the teacher shows her answer I want you to compare your 

answer to it and decide if your answer would receive a mark.  If you don’t think your 

answer was correct have a little think about what you should have included and this 

may help you next time! 

 

Follow the link below 

https://www.thenational.academy/year-5/english/diary-entry-

reading-comprehension-inference-year-5-wk4-1#slide-2 

 

Extension Activity 

Today’s reading comprehension is about Michael Morpurgo, 

the author whose novels we were reading before we left school.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thenational.academy/year-5/english/diary-entry-reading-comprehension-inference-year-5-wk4-1#slide-2
https://www.thenational.academy/year-5/english/diary-entry-reading-comprehension-inference-year-5-wk4-1#slide-2


Reading comprehension Task 2 – Retrieve facts 

from the text. 

Today I want you to follow the link below and 

complete the reading comprehension video and 

tasks.   

Today’s lesson is all about retrieving facts from 

the passage.  This may sound easy but it isn’t 

always as straight forward as copying a chunk of 

the text!  You need to understand what you have 

read and understand what information the 

question is asking you for.  So listen and read 

the passages very carefully.   

A top tip in today’s lesson is highlighting key 

information in the text and this is something you should try to do when 

completing a reading comprehension.  Remember you might have to 

read over the passage many times in order to find the information you 

need – so always take your time and go back to the part of the passage 

you think the answer may be in and read it again.   

Today’s lesson is based on the diary of Anne Frank and I know that Mr 

Dunbar explores Anne Frank’s diary in Primary 7 so he will be super 

impressed that you know so much about it in P7! 

Follow the link below 

https://www.thenational.academy/year-5/english/diary-entry-reading-comprehension-fact-

retrieval-year-5-wk4-2 

 

Extension Activity 

Belfast Blitz Reading Comprehension.  

 

 

 

https://www.thenational.academy/year-5/english/diary-entry-reading-comprehension-fact-retrieval-year-5-wk4-2
https://www.thenational.academy/year-5/english/diary-entry-reading-comprehension-fact-retrieval-year-5-wk4-2


Grammar and Punctuation 

 
L.I. Use commas within a sentence. 

 

Task 1: Follow the link below to find out why we 

use commas in a sentence 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zc773k7 

 

Task 2:  Read through the Commas PowerPoint to 

revise the use of commas. 

 

Worksheet – The Comma Worksheet (you have 

three worksheets to complete today – sorry!) 

 

 

Online Game – See if you can complete the 

challenges at comma castle! 

https://gridclub.com/activities/comma-castle 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zc773k7
https://gridclub.com/activities/comma-castle


Grammar and Punctuation 
L.I. Use paragraphs 

Paragraphs help to make a piece of writing easier to understand.  

Sentences are grouped together in paragraphs because they are related 

to a particular idea.  When you want to start writing about another idea 

you start a new paragraph.   

This week you will be planning your persuasive letter as your writing 

task.  You will plan to write four paragraphs and each paragraph will 

contain a distinctive idea about the reasons why we should support fair 

trade. 

In preparation for our persuasive letter we will practise using paragraphs 

appropriately. 

 

Task 1: Follow the link below to find out a little more about 

paragraphs. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/z9n73k7 

 

Worksheet – Paragraphs Worksheet 

 

 

Online Game – Test your knowledge of your 

paragraphs! 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?e=spelling-grammar04 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/z9n73k7
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?e=spelling-grammar04


Writing  
This week we are going to plan our persuasive letter.  I want 

you to identify a company that does not use a fair trade product 

(for example you may decide to write to a chocolate company 

that does not use fair trade cocoa or a manufacturer of shoes 

that does not use fair trade leather).  You are going to write a 

letter to the company persuading them to use fair trade goods 

by describing the benefits that fair trade co-operatives bring to 

the lives of farmers and their families as well as the 

communities in which they live.  To further persuade the 

company you will need to include details of the advantages 

using fair trade products can bring to their business.  We will 

investigate all of this further in the Fair Trade Persuasive Letter 

Planning PowerPoint! 

 

Task 1:  Read through Fair Trade Persuasive Letter 

Planning PowerPoint. 

 

Task 2:  Read through Sue Palmer Persuasive Writing 

PowerPoint. 

 

Task 3:  Plan your persuasive letter using the planning 

grid 



 

L.I. Plan a persuasive letter 

 

1. Introduction 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The 
benefits of 
fair trade 
for farmers 

 

 
 
 
 
 

3. The 
benefits of 
fair trade 
for 
business’ 
and 
consumers 

 

 
 
 
 
 

4. Conclusion  
 
 
 

 







Reading Comprehension Task 1 – Retrieve facts 

from a passage 

Follow the link below 

Today’s lesson is based on superheroes!  What 

would you like your super power to be?  I’d like to 

be able to tidy things up with a click of my fingers!  

It’s probably not as exciting as being able to fly or 

teleport but I think it would come in really handy  

Perhaps you would like your super power to be the ability to complete 

reading comprehensions with a click of your fingers!   

In this lesson the focus is on fact retrieval.  This is a very important skill 

to practise and requires you to read the question very carefully so that 

you can identify the part of the passage that contains the facts you need 

for your answer.  Remember to read the questions really carefully so 

that you understand exactly what it is asking you for.  Then use those 

scanning and skimming skills we talked about in guided reading to find 

the information you need.  After you have written your answer, read the 

question again to make sure that your answer makes sense. 

https://www.thenational.academy/year-5/english/character-description-reading-comprehension-

fact-retrieval-year-5-wk2-1 

 

Extension Activity 

Water Woman:  A Superhero Reading Comprehension.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thenational.academy/year-5/english/character-description-reading-comprehension-fact-retrieval-year-5-wk2-1
https://www.thenational.academy/year-5/english/character-description-reading-comprehension-fact-retrieval-year-5-wk2-1


Reading Comprehension Task 2 – Clarify 

unfamiliar vocabulary 

 

 

Follow the link below 

In today’s lesson you are going to use your clarifying skills 

to try and work out the meaning of words used to describe 

the character.   

In our guided reading lessons, we practised our clarifying 

skills and talked about how we can read around an 

unfamiliar word and use the context to help us work out 

what the word may mean.  We can try and think of an 

alternative word that might replace the unfamiliar word as 

another way to help us make sense of the word.   

Even as an adult I come across unfamiliar words when I 

am reading and I use these skills to try and figure out what the word may mean.  

When I can’t figure it out I reach for my dictionary as the clarifiers did in our 

reciprocal reading lessons.  If I don’t have a dictionary, I jot the word down on a 

piece of paper and look it up later.  This is something you could try doing and then 

you’ll have the word in your personal word bank a.k.a your brain forever!   

Remember, I told you that the best writers are thieves who steal words from others 

all the time.  So, reading not only makes you a fabulous reader but it can also make 

you a fabulous writer too.  As well as taking you to magical places you have never 

been to or taking you back in time as well as allowing you to see through somebody 

else’s eyes!  

https://www.thenational.academy/year-5/english/character-description-reading-

comprehension-word-meaning-year-5-wk2-2 

 

 

Extension Activity 

Alice in Wonderland Reading Comprehension 

 

https://www.thenational.academy/year-5/english/character-description-reading-comprehension-word-meaning-year-5-wk2-2
https://www.thenational.academy/year-5/english/character-description-reading-comprehension-word-meaning-year-5-wk2-2


Grammar and Punctuation 

 
L.I. Use connectives for emphasis 

This week you will write your persuasive letter.  You will introduce 

different points to support your argument and in order to do this you can 

use connectives that will provide emphasis and introduce new points of 

view. 

 

Task 1: Read through emphasising connectives PowerPoint 

and try the activity on the final slide. 

 

Task 2: Follow the link below and try the activity that will allow you to 

practise using connectives for emphasis: 

https://www.edplace.com/activity/web/index.php/preview/worksheet/introduction?aId=236591&w

Id=2005&guest_aId=421258&usertype=guest 

 
Worksheet:  Emphasising connectives worksheet 

 

Extension – Write five pairs of sentences and choose an 

emphasising connective to link them. 

 

Online Game: In this game you can practise using conjunctions 

https://wordwall.net/resource/44156/english/conjunctions-match-up-game 

 

 

https://www.edplace.com/activity/web/index.php/preview/worksheet/introduction?aId=236591&wId=2005&guest_aId=421258&usertype=guest
https://www.edplace.com/activity/web/index.php/preview/worksheet/introduction?aId=236591&wId=2005&guest_aId=421258&usertype=guest
https://wordwall.net/resource/44156/english/conjunctions-match-up-game


Writing 

L.I. Write a persuasive letter 

WMAG (what makes a good) Persuasive text 

Present tense 

Persuasive language/ dare you disagree expressions to get the reader on your side 

e.g. Surely everyone would agree/ there is no doubt that … 

Emotive language – to help reinforce your point of view. 

Connectives to signal your points e.g. in addition, furthermore, therefore, 

consequently, however, as a result etc. 

Connectives to show movement from one point to the next e.g. firstly, secondly, in 

conclusion etc. 

Rhetorical question e.g. How long can this go on? 

Paragraphs including a clear introduction and conclusion. The introduction should 

state the point of view to be argued.  The conclusion should re-state the point of 

view. 

 

In school we would spend a number of days writing and re-drafting our letters.  

Please take your time so that your letter is the very best letter that you can write!  

 

Task 1:  Using the plan that you created last week write paragraphs 1 and 2.  Refer 

to your plan and the WMAG.  When you finish, read back over your paragraphs and 

tick off each feature from the WMAG that you have used.  If you have not included a 

feature, for example you haven’t used any connectives, try and re-draft part of the 

paragraph so that you can add it in. 

 

Task 2:  Re-visit your plan and re-read paragraphs 1 and 2.  

 Write paragraphs 3 and 4 continually referring to your plan and the WMAG.  When 

you finish check that you have included all the features from the WMAG.  If you need 

to add anything, you can make changes.  When you are finished self-evaluate your 

letter using the checklist.   

Task 3:  Write out the final edit of your letter.  This should include any corrections or 

additions that you have made.  I would love to read your letter so please email it to 

me if you can. 

 



Persuasive Writing Self-evaluation Checklist 

 

WMAG Features   

 
Present tense 
 

   

Persuasive language/ 
dare you disagree 
expressions to get the 
reader on your side e.g. 
Surely everyone would 
agree/ there is no doubt 
that … 
 

   

Emotive language – to 
help reinforce your point 
of view. 
 

   

Connectives to signal 
your points e.g. in 
addition, furthermore, 
therefore, consequently, 
however, as a result etc. 
 

   

Connectives to show 
movement from one point 
to the next e.g. firstly, 
secondly, in conclusion 
etc 

   

Rhetorical question e.g. 
How long can this go on? 
 

   

Paragraphs including a 
clear introduction and 
conclusion. The 
introduction should state 
the point of view to be 
argued.  The conclusion 
should re-state the point 
of view. 
 

   

 

 





 

 

 

 

 


