
 

 

Hello Emerald Reading Group!  

If we were in school you would have finished reading Paddington but if you haven’t 

already, try and find some of these short stories online and read them. They are very 

funny and worth a giggle. They’ll also earn you some serious AR points. 

Congratulations to our second word millionaire: 

 

  Olivia!   

The new novel you would have been reading now is by Michael Morpurgo and is 

called, “Why The Whales Came.” A lovely, gentle story that isn’t sad like the rest of 

his books. Why not give it a go? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Comprehensions – I know you love these! 

Basilisks: 

This is part folk tale and part history. It is a disturbing read but also quite clever. 

When you have read it, talk it through with someone at home.  

Do you remember – fill in the missing words then for number two do try and write  a 

full sentence to answer the questions.  

More to think about – try finding the exact words in the passage and underlining 

them. For number 2 – use your imagination and write with some detail explaining 

your thinking.  

Now try these – you can do these orally if you prefer but add in lots of detail and 

make your answers clear. Number 3 will need to be drawn and written. 

The Day the Helicopters Came: 

This one is also worth taking you time to talk through with an adult at home. These 

questions are more about you reading between the lines – looking for clues in the 

text as it won’t tell you answers in an obvious way. 

Now try these – Your list for the shelter would be a bit like going away for a night – 

you’ll need supplies but also something to do. There may not be electricity or even 

light so be careful what you choose. You’ll need to be very quiet. 

For number 3 – rather than writing your news report, why not use your drama and 

act it out? 

 

 

Finished?  Well done! 

Now take a photo of yourself reading in your favourite place at home. Make it funny! 

Think of somewhere really unusual. Then send it to me. 

Can’t wait to see it! 

   


