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School Details
Principal: 
Mr D Spratt BEd (Hons) PQHNI 

Vice Principal: 
Mr Peter Dunbar BS(Hons) MSc PGCE PQHNI 

Address: 
1a Killultagh Road, Ballinderry Upper, Lisburn, 
BT28 2NX 

Telephone: 028 90 648360 

Email: 
info@ballycarrickmaddyps.lisburn.ni.sch.uk 

Web: www.ballycarrickmaddyps.org  

Ballycarrickmaddy is a controlled, co-
educational primary school situated in a 
picturesque rural setting 4 miles outside 
Lisburn. We are a busy, friendly and child 
centred school that has learning at the heart of  
everything we do. The school was purpose built 
in 2002 and provides extensive modern 
facilities. Our well designed classrooms contain 
modern furniture and up-to-date equipment and 
resources to enhance and promote learning.



A Word From The Principal

Thank you for considering choosing 
Ballycarrickmaddy Primary School  for your 
child’s first formal steps in education. I hope 
that you get a sense of  the high standards of  
education and the exceptional opportunities 
provided at our school by our dedicated, 
professional and caring team. 

Across our school community we have 
created a happy and stimulating environment 
where every child is valued and encouraged 
to achieve their best. The staff  at 
Ballycarrickmaddy work effectively to help 
our students become independent, confident 
and “life long learners”. 

If  you would like to visit our school, please 
contact us to arrange a tour. I look forward to 
welcoming you and your child into our school 
family. 

D Spratt



Our Vision 
Our vision is to be a caring school community that aims to promote a love for learning  that will 

continue for life. This is embodied in our school mission statement, “LEARNING FOR LIFE”.

Our Main Aims 
Provide a stimulating learning environment and foster a love for learning where children will be stimulated, 

motivated and challenged to become independent thinkers and learners. 

Provide a Pastoral Care System where every child feels valued and respected in all that they do and achieve. 

Develop an awareness in each child of  their skills, talents and abilities and to give children the confidence to try 
new things and pursue the many windows of  opportunity available. 

Develop a school community which respects the rights and beliefs of  others and where good discipline, courtesy 
and good manners are the very foundation of  our relationship with others. 

Provide a broad and balanced curriculum appropriate to the needs of  each child, where high expectations are set 
and children have the desire and determination to work to the best of  their ability.



Admissions Criteria

Board of  Governors

School Uniform

Our admissions number is 29. The following criteria will be applied 
in the order set down, 1 to 5, by the Board of  Governors of  
Ballycarrickmaddy Primary School in selecting children for 
admission to Y1 in September 2018. 

 1 Children of  compulsory school age, who have a brother/sister, 
half-brother/half-sister, step-brother/step-sister in attendance 
at Ballycarrickmaddy Primary School. 

 2 A child of  a parent/guardian who previously attended the 
school or a child whose parent is a member of  the school 
staff. 

 3 Children whose brother/sister/half-brother or sister is a former 
pupil of  the school. 

 4 Children who live closest to the school, as the ‘crow flies’ from 
the centre of  their home to the front gate of  the school as 
measured by the online OSNI Map Shop “Linear Distance 
Measurement Tool” will be given priority. 

 5 Other children of  compulsory school age. 

Please note:  It is parents’ responsibility to ensure that any 
information which may be relevant to the above criteria is included 
on the Application Form or is attached to the Form.

The Board of  Governors currently consists of  representatives from 
the Education Authority, transferors, parents and staff. It has 
considerable responsibility in supporting the principal with the 
strategic management of  the school.

Encourage all pupils to wear school uniform and we very much 
appreciate parental support in this area. We believe the school 
uniform is both attractive and practical and helps give the children a 
distinctive identity with their school.



Break and Lunch 
Break times are staggered over the course of  the day and the pupils have access 

to a wide range of  Play facilities and outdoor resources. We operate a healthy 
break policy and pupils are encouraged to bring a piece of  fruit, vegetables or 

sandwich to school for their break. They are also encouraged to drink water and 
purchase milk for drinking at break time. Drinking water throughout the day can 

contribute significantly to the children's learning and concentration. 

Healthy eating is also promoted at lunchtime. Although we do not specify what 
children should have in their lunch boxes we do ask that parents support us by 

providing their child with a balanced, healthy meal. The school kitchen provides 
healthy meals for those pupils that opt to have school dinners, which are prepared 

daily using fresh local produce.

The School Day 
The school day begins at 9:00am and, although we encourage the children to 
arrive 15 minutes earlier to come in, settle down and begin their learning in 

the right frame of  mind. 
We offer an after school care facility provided by “Play for All”. This service 

allows working parents to pick their children up at 6:00pm in the evening. Our 
breakfast club begins at 7:30am. There is a waiting club from 2pm to 3pm to 
facilitate children whose siblings finish school at a later time. During holiday 
periods and exceptional closures the Child care facility is available. “Play for 
All” are registered with the South Eastern Health and Social Care Trust and 

their specialist staff  are all highly qualified in the field of  play, work and 
childcare.



Curriculum 
Ballycarrickmaddy Primary School follows the Northern Ireland 

Curriculum which has the following compulsory Areas of  
Learning: 

Language and Literacy 
Mathematics and Numeracy 

The Arts 
Physical Education 

The World Around Us 
Personal Development and Mutual Understanding

Our approach to Teaching and 
Learning 

Children learn best when learning is interactive, practical and 
enjoyable. 

Teachers will make use of  a wide range of  teaching methods, 
allowing the children to work as individuals and as part of  a group. 

Children will experience much of  their learning through well-
planned challenging activities. 

Children will have opportunities to make choices and decisions 
about their learning. 

Teachers plan their lessons each week and learning intentions are 
shared with the children. Work is carefully reviewed and evaluated 
regularly. Assessment procedures, formal and informal, are used 

to evaluate the teaching and learning process.



Achievement 
Ballycarrickmaddy Primary School has an excellent reputation for academic 
success. Analysis of  our results has shown that children consistently make 

good progress in school. 

The opportunities which children were given stretch beyond the academic 
aspects of  school life. Ballycarrickmaddy offers and varied and dynamic 

range of  extracurricular activities to provide a fulfilling and balanced 
education. 

Extracurricular activities on offer include football, hockey, cycling, 
swimming, guitar, Spanish, cookery, athletics, junk art, good news club, 

knitting, tennis and gardening. Our range of  after-school clubs varies 
throughout the school year and uses a range of  outside agencies. 

Music is an important part our school life and therefore a wide range of  
opportunities are provided to enable children to develop their musical skills 

and abilities. Our choir and instrumental group perform at a number of  
musical events during the year both in school and in the wider community. 

We also enter local art competitions which can allow children who are gifted 
in this area to display their abilities to a wider audience. 

Attractive wall displays are used to showcase and celebrate the children's 
work all around the school. This creates a positive learning environment 

and makes the children feeling valued.

Religious Education 
R.E. is taught in accordance with the Education Reform Order 1989. We 
teach our pupils from a prescribed core syllabus. A bible based program 

operates throughout the Key Stages. Pupils, unless withdrawn by parental 
request to the principal, participate in assemblies. Representatives from our 

local churches regularly lead our assemblies and the the pupils have the 
opportunity to pray sing hymns and recognise achievements together.



Special Educational Needs 
We support all pupils to ensure they can access a broad and balanced 
curriculum at every stage of  their development. We use a combination 
of  teacher judgement and assessment outcomes to identify potential 
difficulties. Through early intervention approaches the school works 

closely with the child and parent in actively supporting individual 
needs. The school also works closely with external agencies to support 
children with special educational needs and will always work alongside 

parents to keep them informed of  their child’s support and progress.

Gifted and Talented 
Ballycarrickmaddy recognises that a small percentage of  children will 

be gifted or talented. Any child identified with exceptional ability will be 
nurtured and supported appropriately.

Educational Visits 
We very much value the central role that educational visits can play in a 

child’s education. There are many benefits to school trips both 
educationally and socially. Each year group participate in at least one 
visit per year and all classes invite visitors into school to speak to the 

pupils when appropriate. Some of  our school trips include W5, 
Christmas pantomimes, farm visits, Lyric theatre, National Trust 

Properties to name a few. Primary seven pupils have the opportunity to 
participate in a residential trip usually involving outdoor pursuits, 

helping to prepare them as they move into post primary education.



Parental Involvement 
Parents are encouraged to take an active role throughout all stages 

of  their child's education. It is vital that there are good lines of  
communication early in the child's education. We aim to achieve 
this through year group induction sessions, parent information 

leaflets, weekly newsletters, text messages and twice yearly parent 
teacher interviews. 

We also have a very active PTFA which meet regularly to plan and 
organise a variety of  fundraising and social events. The PTFA is an 
essential way to raise funds to purchase resources that will benefit 

all the pupils. We are always looking for new members!

Home Learning 
This is an important part of  a child’s education. It is a way for 
parents to share in their child's learning experiences. Home 

learning varies between age groups and may consist of  written 
activities, reading, practical work or even research depending on 

the age of  the child.  
Home learning is an opportunity to reinforce and revise skills 

taught in class as well as giving the parents a chance to share in 
their child's learning. We would ask that all parents support their 

child by ensuring that home learning activities are completed, 
signed and handed in on time. We believe that home learning 

should be a positive experience, therefore if  your child 
experiences difficulty please discuss this with the class teacher.



Pupil Behaviour 
Part of  growing up is learning what is acceptable and unacceptable 

and gradually taking responsibility for our own behaviour. Our 
approach to discipline is to encourage and celebrate good behaviour 

and positive achievements in all children. 

We recognise positive behaviour through our variety of  reward 
schemes throughout the school including our “Pupil of  the Month 

Award”. 

We have a positive behaviour policy to which we expect all of  our 
pupils to adhere. There are agreed sanctions that will apply if  

behaviour is not acceptable.

Charges and Remissions 
Policy 

We provide a free education for pupils at Ballycarrickmaddy Primary 
School under the Education Reform Order 1989. 

A voluntary contribution of  £20 per family is requested at the 
beginning of  each academic year. This enables the school to purchase 

additional resources to support the development of  high-quality 
teaching and learning. 

The school may take part in “optional extras” which are not connected 
with the schools formal curriculum and charges may be made. 
Examples of  this include visits to the theatre or extracurricular 

activities. 
Charges will also be made for tuition in a musical instrument, 

swimming instruction and all board, lodging and travel costs on 
residential trips. 



As a Rights Respecting School (Level 1) our core values 
are reflected in the following articles for the UN Rights of  

the Child: 

Article 3 (best interests of  the child)  
The best interests of  the child must be a top priority in all 

decisions and actions that affect children. 

Article 12 (respect for the views of  the child) 
Every child has the right to express their views, feelings 

and wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their 
views considered and taken seriously. 

Article 29 (goals of  education) 
Education must develop every child’s personality, talents 

and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s 
respect for human rights, as well as respect for their 

parents, their own and other cultures, and the 
environment.



We are very proud to have been awarded a “Green Flag” 
which gives us ECO School status. This has been achieved 
after many years of  hard work and the implementation of  the 
following strategies: 

• Eco council 
• Kindergarden Cooks classes 
• Collection of  paper/cardboard for recycling 
• Collection of  food waste from every classroom 
• Eco club 
• Artwork from recycled materials 
• Various nature based projects 
• Use of  the school garden for growing vegetables 
• Use of  the garden for lessons or play based learning 
• Looking after our chickens and hens 

Pupils are very much involved in all aspects of  
environmental work in school.



Pastoral Care and Child Protection 
We have a child centred approach to all that we do at Ballycarrickmaddy Primary School and integral part 

of  this is the close liaison between the parent, class teacher and principal. 

It is essential that we are aware of  any changes outside school which may affect your child in school. 
Something considered “not very important” may in fact have a huge impact on how your child performs in 

school. Therefore, through open lines of  communication, parents can meet the class teacher with their 
concerns and vice versa. 

We have a child protection policy in school that is circulated to all parents every two years. A copy of  this 
and our anti-bullying policy are available from the school office upon request.



How to Report or Raise a Concern about Possible Child Abuse:

CHILD PROTECTION AND 
SAFEGUARDING TEAM 

Designated Teacher for Child Protection:  

Mrs O McKillop 

Deputy Designated Teacher for Child Protection: 

 Mr P Dunbar 

Governors responsible for Child Protection:  

Mrs N Parker 

Rev T Cleland 

Principal:  

Mr D Spratt 

Copies of  the Child Protection Policy are available on 
request from the school office.

I have a concern about my/a child’s safety

I can talk to the class teacher

If  I am still concerned I can talk to the Designated/
Deputy Designated Teacher for Child Protection or the 

Principal

If  I am still concerned I can write/talk to the Chair of  the 
Board of  Governors

If  I am still concerned I can contact the NI Public 
Services Ombudsman 

Tel. 0800 343 424

At any time I can talk to the local Children’s Services 
Gateway Team or the PSNI Central Referral Unit at 

02890 259 299

Child Protection and Safeguarding



www.ballycarrickmaddyps.org

1a Killultagh Road, Ballinderry Upper, Lisburn, BT28 2NX

               info@ballycarrickmaddyps.lisburn.ni.sch.uk

028 92 648 360

Contact Us 
We would love to tell you more about our school!


